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About Us
• Academic Fieldwork Coordinators

• Fieldwork Alliance of the Ozarks

• Collaboration & supporting our fieldwork educators
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Recommended materials: 
• Internet/wifi

• Paper/pen/highlighter 

• Laptops or tablet 

•Working knowledge of fieldwork site or practice 
area 

• Site specific objectives (if already available)

• Current site fieldwork manual 
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Objectives:
• 1. Identify the purpose benefits of site 

specific objectives for fieldwork 
educators, site coordinators, and 
clinical fieldwork students

• 2. Create and identify site specific 
objectives for designated clinical site. 
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Site Specific 
Objectives

What are they? 
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Site specific objectives: 
Why do we have them? 

Educational institute

• OT/OTA academic programs are bound by the 
Accreditation Council of Occupational Therapy 
Education (ACOTE) Standards 

• Standards ensure that students are being educated 
uniformly across all programs for adequate 
preparation prior to beginning fieldwork education 
portion of curriculum

• C.1.3: Demonstrate that academic and fieldwork 
educators collaborate in establishing fieldwork 
objectives and communicate with the student and 
fieldwork educator about progress and performance 
during fieldwork.

The clinical site 

• Regulatory agencies (JCAHO, CARF, etc.) require 
organizations to comply with specific standards 
related to safety, provision of competent care, and 
meeting healthcare outcomes. 

• “Joint Commission standards are the basis of an 
objective evaluation process that can help health care 
organizations measure, assess and improve 
performance. The standards focus on important 
patient, individual or resident care, and organization 
functions that are essential to providing safe, high 
quality care.” (jointcommission.org)
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When should SSO 
be used?
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Site Specific Objectives
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When should SSO be used?
Make SSO work for you and your student!

• Orientation 
of new 

students & 
fieldwork 

educators, 
entry level 
employees

• Behavior 
contracts

• Midterm 
eval

• Final Eval • Accred-
itation

Visits for 
facility and 

for 
academic 
institution

FWAO 8
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Outcomes: The 
fieldwork educator, 
educational institution, 
the student
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Competency

Consistency

Entry Level Ready

Feedback

Learning Contract

Failure

Site

SchoolStudent
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Define
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Competency
Entry Level 
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Discuss
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Feedback
Learning Contracts 
Failure
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Discuss
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Streamline the 
Evaluation
Process
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Things to ponder:
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What is the domain of occupational therapy at your 
clinical site? 

From the FWPE: 
1. Fundamentals of practice

1. Ethics
2. Safety

2. Basic tenets
1. Values/beliefs
2. Roles
3. Collaboration

3. Evaluation and screening
1. Process

4. Intervention
1. Selection, modification, & 

documentation
5. Management of OT services

1. Productivity & volume of work 
6. Communication

1. Verbal, non-verbal
7. Professional behaviors 

1. Collaboration, responsibility, time 
management, interpersonal skills 
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How to write Site 
Specific Objectives

Add a footer 14
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Examples:

Per practice setting

http://neotecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/NEOTEC-Site-Specific-Objectives-Checklist.pdf 15

http://neotecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/NEOTEC-Site-Specific-Objectives-Checklist.pdf
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Thank You

Questions?

TaraBoehne@MissouriState.edu

April.Swanson@coxcollege.edu

Simsk@otc.edu
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Resources 
• https://www.aota.org/Education-

Careers/Fieldwork/SiteObj.aspx

• http://neotecouncil.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/04/NEOTEC-Site-Specific-
Objectives-Checklist.pdf

• Standards of Practice for Occupational Therapy 
https://ajot.aota.org/article.aspx?articleid=2477354
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